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When interests combine: Intelligence collaboration between the Israeli Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the General Security Service [SHABAK] after the establishment of the state of
Israel

Abstract

After the establishment of the State of Israel, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs operated a
covert espionage unit to collect intelligence information from foreign entities. Due to an
operational error, it was decided to shut down this unit. Its authorities and assets were
handed to the Shabak and Mossad. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ need for good and up-
to-date intelligence information on the UN observers’ activities led to its cooperation with
the Shabak, who assume the authority for intelligence monitoring foreign entities inside
Israel.

Each of the armistice agreements between Israel and its four neighbors, signed during 1949,
required establishing a Mixed Armistice Commission [MAC] to oversee the implementation
of the terms of the agreements. In order to manage the mechanism of the commissions,
the UN established a supervising organization [UNTSO], which was manned by military
and civilian personnel from different countries. The head of UNTSO was a General with
direct contact with the UN Secretary-General. The commissions dealt not only with military
problems but also with political issues between Israel and its neighbors. Hence their great
importance to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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