510 MIRG 7MWY KX 7720

1DWISY IOOIT SWTP VNI 29V 2337 39973 5" NNANST NP

bp1D 271 "7

TPXY 793 77w 190 N°22 AT 2apY MY San

sxpn

;1956 niwa 2a17 27vna 901 DPNAReT Ww YW Inapa NPWD DR IR T R
Y2 ORIWC2 OMRAND DONAIRT DODWT P2 ANMANIY 2°0°7 NOTYR DR 00N

9¥25 272 WP DPARRCTT 2T NYARART YW DYRwam NPINY AT NNvan NYRYY
X7 1271 N7°122),V2W N2 OR 10 DATRH DA RIAX YW 00X WI9DT X DX
SROPMAT 197 MIRDPAD 201 YRR ORIA NAD OPPWA A2 0YRINT DDA 12WnNT
TIM02 NPRAX NOHRIWS MUY 0¥ MDD P17 N CIpon vOY ,wnw 7R NN I

21237

DOMIRT D°OINT DY MDY WO DYRIANT DU 0D RO AT RN DV NPTONT INIWY

T T PAXCI O ,DPWAN O°OIXA DY O1IN0°AT 099787 YW NN ATV DX
21232 NNY°AT DR UNWAY YAI2 777 1P 1990 DPIRRSIT 2w NOWeo YT 100

TUYO NI DWW NIAWNAY ApRmAT WRD ,TIRT MWD 03 30w NOWeIT I8N
NPO0N AYPWIT 9232 IRWT P2, MINIT 22IWR wnna 2N DPANROT nnpna annwn®
22337 279 DPNARIA PRYh 7w

777 W ,7I3°1 NN LR N NYANRT InDn nYon

The establishment of Nahal outposts in the western Negev durin

operation "Kadesh": The experience and its failure

Abstract

This article examines the story of the establishment in 1956 of six
Nahal settlements in the western Negev, and through this lens
explores the relationship that developed between the civil and
military authorities in Israel regarding the security and economic
goals of the frontier settlements. The settlements were established to

fortify the expected invasion routes of the Egyptian army in their
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advance from Sinai to Be'er Sheba, and the military did not consider
economic factors (e.g. agricultural land and water) when choosing
their location. The agricultural aspects of these settlements,
according to IDF officers, was only a pretext for an Israeli military
presence adjacent to the border.

The main argument of the article is that military authorities managed
to force their absolute preference for security needs over the
economic requirements of the civil administration. In this victory,
however, were planted the seeds of the failure of these settlements,
and their prestige withered once the security threat on the Egyptian
border was removed.

This failure also had a long-term impact, with the subsequent
reduction of investment by the Jewish Agency's Settlement
Department in the establishment of Nahal settlements over the
following five years. This was due, amongst other reasons, to the
monetary investment that had gone to waste in the western Negev

settlements.
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