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Sociological implications from a
demographic analysis of religious fatalities
in “Swords of Iron” War

Abstract

Scholarly debates about the growing involvement of the national-
religious sector in the IDF generally revolve around three main
theses. The religionization thesis depicts this trend as an attempted
“theocratic” takeover of the military. The conservative opposition
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thesis views national-religious participation as part of a wider
strugglewithinthe IDF between conservative orientations, especially
among junior officers, and post-modernist values associated with
senior command. The train passengers thesis interprets national-
religious involvement as a natural aspiration for integration similar
to that of other Israeli citizens. Empirical support for any of these
explanations has remained limited.

This study offers an empirical contribution by examining the
characteristics of national-religious presence in the IDF combat
force through an analysis of religious fatalities in “Iron Swords”
War. Indicators that might support the religionization thesis include
demographic or ideological homogeneity, such as concentration
in settlements, religious communities, or higher ranks. Conversely,
broader demographic diversity would be more consistent with an
integration-oriented interpretation.

The findings show that the national-religious public bears a
disproportionately high share of combat risk, while non-religious
population bears a risk level aligned with their demographic
weight. The data also reveal diversity in the communities of
origin of religious fatalities across different regions and religious
characteristics, alongside notable national-religious representation
among reserve fatalities and junior ranks. A higher share of religious
fatalities comes from lower socioeconomic localities, relative to
non-religious fatalities.

These patterns do not support claims of a theocratic takeover.
Instead, they point to more complex processes of change unfolding
within the IDF and its interface with Israeli society.
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