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RILSAN COATINGS
SHOW THE WAY

Road signs make a very important
contribution to the maintenance of
safety and traffic flow on the roads
of today. Considerable progress
has been made since the 1931
conference which first standardised
the shapes, sizes, colours and
meanings of Europe’s road signs;
progress due largely to pressure
from user associations and various
public bodies.

Today it is recognised that if per-
manent road signs are to function
efficiently they must not only be
recognisable, they must be durable
enough to withstand all the adverse
conditions and possible damage to
which they may be subjected. To
ensure that standards are maintain-
ed, public authorities throughout
the world have drawn up their own
specifications and tests with which
road signs must comply before
being approved.

In France, these specifications have
meant that, until recently, only
vitreous enamel has been accepted
as suitable for permanent road
signs. However, one company, LA-
CROIX-S.C.M.R., who are major
manufacturers of temporary painted
roads signs, have been engaged for
a number of years in research into
the corrosion to which all metal
signs are subject. During this work
they have developed a range of
road signs made from steel sheets
electrostatically coated with RILSAN
nylon 11.

The RILSAN coated panels, produc-
ed in the required standard co-

lours, have been subjected to the
very severe acceptance tests laid
down by the French Ministry of
Public Works specifications. These
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permanent use in France

tests cover resistance to both expo-
suré and vandalism.

SUNLIGHT: the test panels are
exposed to ultraviolet light from a
mercury vapour lamp for 24 hours;
during the last 7 hours a steam jet
is used to produce a humid atmo-
sphere.

HEAT AND COLD: the panels are
subjected to rapidly alternating hot
and cold conditions of + 50°C and
— 18°C for a specified period.
ACIDS: since road signs may be
installed in acid atmospheres near
factories the panels are subjected
to the action of hydrochloric and
sulphuric acids,

SALT SPRAY: the panels undergo
10 cycles of 24 hours in an enclo-
sure which contains a spray of a salt
solution containing 30 grammes of
salt per litre of water and which is
kept at a temperature of 50 °C.
ABRASION: sand is projected at the
panel using compressed air at a
pressure of 1 kg/cm®.

BEZNDING: these tests consist of
deflecting the panel by means of a
load at the centre: any permanent
deformation is measured, and the
load at which stripping starts to
occur is noted.

IMPACT: the panels are subjected
to the impact of steel balls of a spe-
cified weight falling from a height
of 25 metres. '

It was also found that, for seli-
reflecting signs, the RILSAN coating
was superior to all other surface
treatments used on road signs, in
terms of the adhesion of the reflect-

ing film. X w

The excellence of the results obtain-
ed from the RILSAN coated panels
was such that RILSAN coated road
signs are.now officially approved for
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